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RAILWAY UNIONS ON BOARD WITH THE VISION OF  
COALITION FOR ALGOMA PASSENGER TRAINS  

 
(Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario) – The Coalition for Algoma Passenger Trains (CAPT) and ACR 
employee union representatives met on Thursday, January 18, 2007 at Algoma University 
College to discuss local efforts to preserve and enhance Algoma’s passenger and tour train 
services. As a result of the information sharing session, the Associated Railway Unions is now in 
full support of CAPT’s vision to revitalize Algoma passenger and tour train services by urging 
the federal and provincial governments to invest in the passenger trains as infrastructure. The 
Algoma Central Railway unions and CAPT discussed and polished CAPT’s management board 
concept, which CAPT developed as an effective way for government and local stakeholders to 
manage Algoma’s passenger and tour train infrastructure effectively. 
 
Perry Wilson, Co-Chair, Associated Railway Unions stated "ARU (Associated Railway Unions) 
recognizes CAPTS initiative as a "proactive approach" towards providing much needed 
improvement to service for northern corridor passengers, present and future tourist outfitters and 
their customers, while maintaining employment levels, with the added possibilities for future job 
opportunities for the northern region" 
 
Dr. Linda Savory-Gordon, CAPT Co-Chair and professor with Community Economic and Social 
Development at Algoma University states, “CAPT is delighted that the ACR employees’  union 
representatives are supporting the Coalition as they bring the crucial perspective and input of 
those who make the train service happen on the front line.  They bring a wealth of experience 
and insight that can truly enhance the development of these trains as infrastructure for economic, 
social and cultural development in an environmentally sustainable way.”   A partnership with the 
Department of Community Economic and Social Development (CESD) at Algoma University 
College will provide the staff support for CAPT to apply for funding to complete an operational 
plan and economic impact study. Website: www.captrains.ca 
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